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For information about how you  
can help The Fort, please contact: 

Lisa Mushett      

      lisa@fwtec.org      

      (612) 252-8367 ext. 109



Please Support The Fort

Since 2002, before Facebook, Instagram or Twitter, the Fred Wells Tennis & Education Center has 

been the social network of the local tennis community. “The Fort,” as we all lovingly call it, has 

been here for us as we’ve practiced, played, lived, loved, and cared about tennis, the community, 

and one another for over 15 years.  And now The Fort needs our help, as our current 
domes have reached the end of their functional life and can no longer be repaired. 
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The Fort, a non-profit 501(c)(3) entity, is not owned by the City of Minneapolis nor does it  

receive any funding from them. However, our land lease with the city makes us legally obligated  

to maintain our property and finance all mandatory facility upgrades. If we do not perform  
these upgrades, The Fort will not be allowed to renew its lease with the City  
of Minneapolis. 

Thus, Our 2018-19 Capital Campaign Is Vitally Important  
To Our Future And Includes:

• Replacement of our tennis domes with the addition of air conditioning and new lighting

• More available court time with the installation of a new court

• Upgraded parking facilities with 28 more spaces, improved lighting and security cameras

• Multiple safety and energy efficiency updates

And ultimately … improved player and patron experiences!

Supporting Your Tennis Community

These updates are now in motion, but we need your help. In order to keep The Fort within our 

leaseholder’s legal rights (and, thus open to the public) we are asking patrons like you to consider 

donating towards these needed updates. We want to continue to serve as a community meeting 

place for friends and family for decades to come. You can be an integral part of our future. 

FORT IFY
FUTUREO

U
R

For information about how you  
can help The Fort, please contact: 

Lisa Mushett      

      lisa@fwtec.org      

      (612) 252-8367 ext. 109



S u p p o r t  t h e  F o r t  •  2 0 1 8 - 1 9  C a p i t a l  C a m p a i g n

The Capital Campaign Project 

Phase I (starting Fall of 2018)  
Estimated cost: $375,000

• New enclosed walkway connecting the front and back domes 

• Court accessible drinking fountain

• Additional storage space

• Donor recognition wall 

Phase II (Starting in the Summer of 2019) 
Rolls out in two stages  
Estimated cost: $1.325 million

Stage 1

• Mandatory replacement of both air-supported domes

• Energy-efficient air conditioning in both domes

• New LED lighting inside the domes

Stage 2, Part 1

• Resurfacing of entire front dome with the construction of a  

 fourth court, increasing the total number of courts to nine  

 78-foot courts with blended lines

Stage 2, Part 2

• Upgraded parking lot with new lighting, security cameras  

 and 28 additional parking spaces

• Sound system in the domes

Campaign Goals

Our goals are bold – we need to raise $1.7 million to  
“FORTify Our Future” and continue serving our tennis family, including:

• Seniors

• Adults

• Juniors

• Summer campers

• Women’s Day League players

• USTA League participants

• Beginners of all ages

• TennisWorks – our FREE after-school 

 youth development continuum serving  

 under-resourced youth (grades 3-12)

• The Twin Cities community as a  

 whole by delivering tennis and other  

 physical fitness and social opportunities  

 year-round

We’re Completely Transparent

The Fort is a 501(c)(3) and is currently funded through:

 Program fees (61%)  

 Court time (16%)

 Grants/Donations/Fred Wells Foundation (13%) 

 Patron fees (10%)

The Fort continues to offer the most affordable patron fees in the Twin Cities, 

and they are applied as follows:

 Program services, including TennisWorks (79%)

 Daily management/General expenses (17%)

 Fundraising (4%) 
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We need to raise $1.7 million to “FORTify Our Future!”
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We Support The Fort  
- Rick Rinkoff and Julia Ferguson 

People usually have a few organizations they are passionate  

about – places that they feel a part of, genuinely believe in and  

are willing to give of their time, talent and treasure – because they 

would be “poorer” if that organization ceased to exist. The Fred 

Wells Tennis & Education Center is that organization for us. 

We played tennis and then our kids started playing at The Fort. 

As we got to know the coaches, staff and other 
players, we felt a connection that is hard to put into 
words. The people who play here regularly know what we are 

talking about. Then we saw the TennisWorks program – kids from 

local schools learning tennis and life skills for FREE. It is so fun  

to watch these kids and think about the impact The Fort is having  

on their lives, and how this place lives up to its mission of bringing 

people together of all ages and abilities and backgrounds to 

embrace the lifetime sport of tennis while serving kids from  

under-resourced communities every hour of every day. 

When we learned a few years ago the domes would 
need to be replaced, we wanted to help. First, Rick 

volunteered to be President of the Board. Then we decided to 

make the lead gift of $150,000 to kick off the Capital Campaign. 

This was one way we could make a difference and give back to the 

community that has been so good to us over the years.

Why The Fort?  
- Tom and Michele Mingo 

Our entire family loves tennis. Over the years, we all started  

taking lessons and drills at The Fort, as well as playing leagues.  

As we learned more about The Fort’s mission, we 
realized it was so much more than just tennis, and we 
knew we wanted to be involved. 

The staff assembled at The Fort is a highly-skilled team of tennis 

and education professionals who cater daily to the wide range of 

people that use the facility.  All are very committed to serving those 

who pass through the revolving door, but especially the under-

privileged youth who come after school to learn the game of tennis, 

which also teaches them the life skills that accompany the game,  

including teamwork, sportsmanship, dedication, and hard work. 

The staff also takes great pride in developing and 
maintaining a “community” around tennis that you 
really cannot find anywhere else.

Our family believes The Fort is a key asset to the Twin Cities 

community and deserves our donations and support. We are  

proud to donate $50,000 to the Capital Campaign so we can 

ensure the facility remains here for current and future generations 

of tennis players in the Twin Cities.
“When we learned a few years 
ago the domes would need to be 
replaced, we wanted to help.”

“Our family believes The Fort is 
a key asset for the Twin Cities 
community and deserves our 

donations and support.”
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What You Can Do

We need your help to FORTify Our Future! Your contributions are important  

so that we can reach our goals. We are offering several different options for giving:

• Online at www.fwtec.org/capital-campaign 

• Checks

• Stocks and securities

• Recurring gifts

• Corporate matching

• In-kind/Professional services

 (if you are an individual or business with in-kind goods or services to offer, i.e.,  

 construction, IT, printing, photography, video production, event planning, other,  

 please call to discuss partnership possibilities)

• Volunteer

We also have a number of naming opportunities available.  

For more information about how you can help The Fort, please contact  

Lisa Mushett at lisa@fwtec.org or at (612) 252-8367 ext. 109. FORT IFY
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What We Can Achieve Together

“Tennis is like a family to me and you can make a lot of beautiful 
friendships with the people around you.”

– TennisWorks student

“The most special thing about The Fort is how friendly and supportive 
everyone is here.”

– Senior Player

“The Fort is a place where I play tennis (I love tennis!), and where I 
have developed lifelong friendships. It has been a second home to me 
and my family.”

– Women’s Day League Player

“It’s such a great community here at The Fort — a very welcoming 
and safe space for me and my friends.” 

– Junior Player

“The Fort has 17 years of history serving juniors, seniors, adults — 
and the heart of our mission — the TennisWorks participants. We all 
need to work together to be part of the next chapter for The Fort.”  

– Capital Campaign Committee Member

Senior Desk Manager/ 
Stringing Manager 
Dan Swanson is one 
of only eight Master 
Racquet Technicians  
in Minnesota. 

Our junior players 
have won multiple 

USTA Northern Section 
Sportsmanship Awards 

and three have been 
named USTA National 

Leadership Team 
members.



Over 4,000 community members  
use the Fred Wells Tennis & Education  
Center annually as we experienced 
15% growth in 2017. 
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About TennisWorks 

TennisWorks is the youth development continuum at the heart of our objective to inspire youth to thrive 

on and off the court. TennisWorks programming is designed to inspire youth to seek success in many areas 

of their lives – socially, emotionally, academically, and physically.

Did You Know?

• The Fort received the highest possible rating from the USTA Foundation for our TennisWorks program

• Over 7,200 tennis experiences were provided to almost 2,000 under-resourced youth  

 through TennisWorks in 2017

• Last year, our patrons dedicated more than 1,727 volunteer hours to the program

• More than 90% of the TennisWorks participants identify as youth of color and 94% are eligible for  

 the Federal free and reduced lunch program

• More than 400 hours of tennis and physical activity, and an additional 200 hours of  
 off-court life skills activities, are provided through 16 TennisWorks programs

For more information about the TennisWorks program, please contact:  
Christine Nickels at christine@fwtec.org or at (612) 252-8367 ext. 102.

Business Card

Possible Flyer or Free Standing Inserts


